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The rate of chemical synthesis and use has outpaced both the development of risk values and the resolution of risk assessment methodology questions - spurring diverse agencies to develop risk assessments to meet their immediate needs.  Organizations have their own risk assessment schedule, chemical priority list, methodology, and means of communication.  Thus, we investigated the hypothesis that although there is a large investment in resources for risk value development in general, there is limited coverage of, and accessibility to, full risk assessments for new chemicals.  Furthermore, we assessed whether inadequate communication across organizations hinders data sharing and collaboration, resulting in overlapping efforts.  We compiled a list of the in-progress work of multiple organizations and identified chemicals for which assessments are currently underway or recently completed for two or more groups.  We also conducted an informal survey of risk assessors to evaluate the mechanisms used to identify ongoing risk value development activities.  Identifying such activities posed considerable challenges, suggesting an opportunity to develop systems for enhanced information sharing about in-progress work.  To help address increased demand, insufficient resources, and inadequate communication among organizations, a risk assessment notification system was created - the Risk Information Exchange (RiskIE).  RiskIE is available at http://allianceforrisk.org and will ultimately be part of the National Library of Medicine’s TOXNET system (http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/).  RiskIE will contain notifications about in-progress chemical risk value and methodology documents.  The system will also include links to information that is not chemical specific such as training modules, white papers and risk methods documents.  RiskIE will provide a risk information portal to enhance data sharing and collaboration among groups developing and using human health risk assessment information.
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